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All professions are built upon the education and training underpinning them and within our profession education and training continues to evolve with the support of a growing evidence-base. The Radiography journal has a strong tradition of publishing high quality original articles and reviews related to radiography education. In 2016, topics related to radiography education made up 15% (n=16 of 108) of published articles1 and has also been the focus of several editorials over the past two years.2-5 As the official journal of the European Federation of Radiographer Societies (EFRS), who currently represent in excess of 100,000 radiographers and 8,000 student radiographers across Europe through 38 national societies and 57 educational institutions from 33 countries, Radiography supports to key areas of activity of the EFRS, namely, the promotion and development of all levels of radiography education and research across Europe.6,7 The EFRS have led, or contributed to, a wide range of projects across all areas of radiography education since their establishment in 2008. The Educational Wing of the EFRS, which consists of the 57 educational institutions who are affiliate members of the EFRS, is at the heart of this work. Objectives of the Educational Wing include: the development and advancement of educational standards for radiographer education in Europe; the development of European Qualifications Framework (EQF) benchmarking documents for radiographers at levels 6 (Bachelors) and 7 (Masters); to research, disseminate and publish materials and knowledge generated by the Educational Wing; to provide assistance to those institutions wishing to develop or enhance their radiography programmes; and to develop evidence-based practice and radiographer-led research. Membership of the Educational Wing, offers educational institutions great opportunities to engage directly in European level radiography education and research activities and to get faculty involved in EFRS activities.

Educational enhancement, innovation, and research continues to feature strongly at radiography congresses including at the European Congress of Radiology (ECR), which is now the official scientific congress of the EFRS for medical imaging, where dedicated sessions on radiography education featured in the educational and scientific programmes.

A complex jigsaw
Radiography education across Europe is far from uniform which is not surprising based on the varying history of our profession across Europe, the varying roles, responsibilities, and scope of practice, and the very different health systems in place. Data gathered by the EFRS in 2015 from 41 educational institutions form the EFRS Educational Wing highlighted the variability in radiography education across Europe in terms of programme type (combined medical imaging / diagnostic radiography, radiotherapy and nuclear medicine programmes, and dedicated programmes in diagnostic radiography, radiotherapy, and nuclear medicine) and programme duration which can vary between two to four years.7,8 While the harmonisation of radiography education continues to be an important issue at the European-level, the reality is that as we continue to try to meet future clinical service needs we are forced to rethink more traditional approaches to radiography education which has led to the development of accelerated graduate entry/pre-registration MSc programmes, dedicated ultrasound programmes, debate around dedicated MRI programmes, and apprenticeships.2,8-11 

A key aspect of radiography education are the clinical components of our programmes which rely on quality clinical learning environment and the input of clinical radiographers supporting student learning. Again this is a point of major variability across programmes, as will be detailed by England et al. in this Special Issue, with the amount of clinical time varying from less than 500 to over 1,500 hours across combined and dedicated programmes.12

Best practice in radiography education
Radiography has a tradition of showcasing great examples of educational enhancement and innovation on topics such as: curriculum design, technology-enhanced learning, simulation, assessment, feedback, student attributes and attitudes, evidence-based teaching, critical thinking, reflection, and teamworking. This continues throughout this Special Issue where evidence-based, or research-informed, teaching, a topic at the heart of the EFRS statement on evidence-based practice in undergraduate radiography curricula, is evaluated.13,14 Articles related to professionalism and care and compassion also highlight important topics for any radiography programme.15,16

Radiography education: the future
For those of us with responsibility for radiography curricula we must always consider whether our programme outcomes and graduate attributes are appropriate, whether our graduates are ‘fit for purpose’, and whether or not they will still be so in future. This topic is considered in this issue by Sloane and Miller who have gather the opinions of radiology service managers across the UK.10 Engagement with all stakeholders is an essential requirement in making sure our programmes, and graduates, are fit for purpose. 

While these are clearly very exciting times, offering significant opportunities, for radiography education, we are faced with the major challenge of being able to recruit and retain the very best radiography educators in many countries. The challenges facing the academic radiography workforce in the UK are discussed by Knapp et al. in this issue, and highlight the immediate need for investment in the development of the academic radiography workforce in order to maintain both educational and research expertise.17 The academic radiography workforce in many countries across Europe faces similar challenges.
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